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What is the IB Diploma Programme?
This document is intended as a brief introduction to the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme for
grades 11 and 12. LJA has been authorized as an IB World School to offer the Primary Years Programme (PYPgrades PK-5), the Middle Years Programme (MYP grades 6-10), and the Diploma Programme (DP grades 1112). We are one of only 25 schools in North and South America to offer the full continuum of IB
programmes. All LJA students will receive the LJA High School Diploma upon successful completion of all
graduation requirements. Students who complete the IB requirements will also receive the IB Diploma (see
"Conditions required for receiving the IB Diploma" p8)
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is an advanced two-year course of study designed to
prepare students for university and life. The IB Diploma Programme is now recognized by over 1,700
universities and 122 countries. Its founders recognized a need to create a college preparatory curriculum
with high standards which is recognized around the world. Since its inception in 1968, the Diploma
Programme has grown to include over 1,200 schools. Currently there are over 30,000 full IB diploma students
from 120 different nationalities. In addition, there are over 4,000 trained IB examiners who assess student
work and help to maintain internal grading consistency that is a trademark of the Diploma system.
The IB programme is more than just a curriculum, it is also a teaching and educational philosophy designed
to inspire students to think beyond factual recall of information. The spectrum of IB classes are designed to
teach students to think critically, to appreciate the importance of seeing events or knowledge claims from
different perspectives, to understand strengths and weaknesses of what students or others claim to “know,”
to understand and explore ethical controversies inherently relevant to what they learn, and to be able to
apply what they learn in meaningful ways to the “real world.”
This programme is not designed for the elite or gifted academic students. Students need to be motivated,
open-minded, and highly responsible. Students also need to be willing to work hard and to be challenged to
do their best work. The IB Diploma builds on the PYP and MYP Programmes that make up the IBO
Curriculum. It continues the IBO Philosophy that is found in its Mission Statement and the Learner Profile. It
is also increasingly regarded by universities and colleges as one of the best curriculum for preparing students
for success in college and life in the 21st Century.

IB Mission Statement
“The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help
to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the
organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging
programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students
across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people,
with their differences, can also be right.”
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IB Learner Profile
The IB Learner Profile is the IB mission statement translated into a set of learning outcomes for the 21st
century. The learner profile provides a long-term vision of education. It is a set of ideals that can inspire,
motivate and focus the work of schools and teachers, uniting them in a common purpose. IB learners we
strive to be:
Inquirers
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn independently
and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout life.
Knowledgeable
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of disciplines. We
engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.
Thinkers
We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on complex problems.
We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.
Communicators
We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in many ways. We
collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and groups.
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Principled
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for the
dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their consequences.
Open-minded
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and traditions of
others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the experience.
Caring
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act to make a
positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.
Risk-takers
We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and cooperatively
to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges
and change.
Balanced
We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives—intellectual, physical, and
emotional—to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence with other
people and with the world in which we live.
Reflective
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to understand our
strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development.
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IB Diploma Programme Model
The Diploma Programme hexagon model describes a curriculum of breath, depth, and flexibility. The
curriculum includes six academic areas surrounding the Learner Profile and a set of Core elements.
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IB Diploma Programme Requirements
Diploma students are required to select one subject from each of the subject groups which correspond to
the principal domains of knowledge. Students have the option of taking an additional subject from
Groups 1 through 5 rather than an Arts subject in Group 6. In the middle of the Hexagon are the Core
elements of TOK (Theory of Knowledge), CAS (Creativity, Activity and Service) and EE (Extended Essay). All
six subjects and the three Core elements are taken concurrently over two years. Within each subject,
teachers are expected to make links to TOK and CAS where appropriate so that students are able to
better place their individual subject learning in context.

The Importance of the Core Elements
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Central to the IB Diploma Curriculum is the Core Elements. During the two year program, all students
must undertake an Extended Essay, attend a regular Theory of Knowledge class and participate in a
variety of meaningful Creativity, Activity and Service activities. These three components do not account for
a significant weight of the overall assessment, but their inclusion is vital in any Diploma Programme.
Students who do not complete the basic requirements of CAS cannot be awarded the Diploma even if
they attain high scores in their regular six subjects. CAS is embedded within the philosophy of the IBO and
many students experience life changing moments during their activities in the two years. The inclusion of
TOK as a separate component requires students to think critically and reflectively about their learning,
while the completion of a three to four thousand word Extended Essay develops crucial skills of
independent learning and personal discipline within students which is important for them to succeed in
the future.
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Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
The TOK course, a flagship element in the Diploma Programme, encourages critical thinking about
knowledge itself, to try to help you make sense of what you encounter. It asks students to reflect on the
nature of knowledge, and on how we know what we claim to know.
Its core content is questions like these:
What counts as knowledge?
How does it grow?
What are its limits?
Who owns knowledge?
What is the value of knowledge?
What are the implications of having, or not having, knowledge?
What makes TOK unique, and distinctively different from standard academic disciplines, is its process. At
the centre of the course is the student as knower. When students enter the Diploma Programme they
have 16 years of life experience and more than 10 years of formal education behind them. They have
accumulated a vast amount of knowledge, beliefs and opinions from academic disciplines and their life
outside the classroom. In TOK they have the opportunity to step back from this relentless acquisition of
new knowledge, in order to consider knowledge issues. These include the questions already mentioned
but often begin from more basic ones, like: What do I claim to know about X? Am I justified in doing so?
how? Such questions may initially seem abstract or theoretical, but TOK teachers bring them into closer
focus by taking into account their students’ interests, circumstances and outlooks in planning the course.
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Creativity, Activity & Service (CAS)
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) is at the heart of the Diploma Programme. It is one of the three essential
elements in every student’s Diploma Programme experience. It involves students in a range of activities
alongside their academic studies throughout the Diploma Programme. The three strands of CAS, which
are often interwoven with particular activities, are characterized as follows.
Creativity: Exploring and extending ideas that lead to an original or interpretive product or
performance. These may include visual and performing arts, digital design, writing, film, culinary arts,
crafts and composition.
Activity: Physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle. This may include individual and team
sports, aerobic exercise, dance, outdoor recreation, fitness training and any other form of physical
exertion.
Service: Collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an authentic
need. Community may include activites within the Le Jardin community, but it is recommended to
extend service experiences to local, national and/or international communities.
CAS enables students to enhance their personal and interpersonal development through experiential
learning. At the same time, it provides an important counterbalance to the academic pressures of the rest
of the Diploma Programme. CAS experiences should be both challenging and enjoyable allowing a
personal journey of self-discovery. Each individual student has a different starting point, and therefore
different goals and needs, but for many their CAS activities include experiences that are profound and life
changing.
For student development to occur, CAS should involve:
• real, purposeful activities, with significant outcomes
• personal challenge—tasks must extend the student and be achievable in scope
• thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress, reporting
• reflection on outcomes and personal learning.
Successful completion of CAS is a requirement for the award of the IB Diploma.The CAS programme
formally begins at the start of the Diploma Programme and continues regularly, ideallyon a weekly basis,
for at least 18 months. Students should have a reasonable balance between creativity, activity, and
service. CAS is not formally assessed but students need to document their activities and provide evidence
that they have achieved seven key learning outcomes.
For more details see the LJA CAS website http://ljacas.wix.com/cas2017

Extended Essay (EE)
The Extended Essay is intended to promote high-level research and writing skills, intellectual discovery
and creativity. It provides an opportunity to engage in personal research on a topic of the students own
choice, under the guidance of a supervisor (a teacher in our school).
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The Extended Essay is:
• compulsory for all Diploma Programme students
• externally assessed and, in combination with the grade for theory of knowledge, contributes up to
three points to the total score for the IB Diploma
• a piece of independent research/investigation on a topic chosen by the student in cooperation with a
supervisor in the school
• chosen from the list of approved Diploma Programme subjects
• presented as a formal piece of scholarship containing no more than 4,000 words
• the result of approximately 40 hours of work by the student
• the prime example, in the Diploma Programme, of a piece of work where the student has the
opportunity to show knowledge, understanding and enthusiasm about a topic of his or her choice
For more details, see the LJA EE website http://ljaextendedessay.wix.com/info

Distinction between Higher Level and Standard Level Classes
Students pursuing the IB Diploma must study six classes, three at High Level (HL) and three at Standard
Level (SL) over the two years of the program. The exact difference in terms of content, standards, and
requirements of class taken at the SL or HL varies between subjects in the IB curriculum. In some
subjects, HL and SL vary substantially in degree of difficulty and material covered. However, for most IB
subjects, the levels differ primarily in the amount of material covered rather than degree of difficulty.
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Standard Level courses require approximately 150 class hours while higher level courses require
approximately 240 class hours. In practice, Standard Level students receive less reading, have fewer
assignments, cover fewer units, or have fewer demands in regard to their internal assessment. Students
who pursue any course at the Higher Level should do so because they have a particular aptitude or highlevel of motivation in this class. Students taking HL classes must be ready to meet additional challenges
not presented to SL students. HL students should pay special attention to their performance in these
classes. Self-reflection and continual improvement is a must for any class taken at HL. Universities are
more likely to give credit for classes taken at the HL level.

Assessment in the Diploma Programme
External Assessments (EA)
Some assessment tasks are conducted and overseen by teachers during the second year of the course,
but are then marked externally by examiners. Examples of these include world literature assignments for
language A, written tasks for language B, essays for Theory of Knowledge and Extended Essays.
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Internal Assessment (IA)
In nearly all subjects at least some of the assessment is carried out internally by teachers, who mark
individual pieces of work produced as part of a course of study. Internal Assessments (IA's) count for 2030% of a the final subject grade. A variety of assessment strategies are used which vary from subject to
subject. Examples include oral exercises in language subjects, projects, class presentations, practical
laboratory work, mathematical investigations and artistic performances. To ensure consistency, IA
projects are also “moderated”. This means that while the individual teacher is responsible for grading and
assessing the students work, IBO randomly requests samples of this work to be examined by IB
examiners who check to see that teachers are applying the correct grading criteria. This step is essentially
a “safeguard” to ensure that teacher-grading practices are consistent with IB standards.
If teacher grades are found to be in error, the school is notified and new grades may be awarded. The
moderation process is therefore an important part of maintaining consistency, fairness, high standards,
and accountability in the IB program.
The IA requirement also serves to lessen the relative impact of the examination at the end of the course.
Students who are not necessarily good test-takers may excel at the IA, thereby helping to balance any
unexpected exam results.

IB Exams
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The majority of a student’s grade is attained in examinations that come each May at the end of the two
year course. This can be anywhere between 50% and 80% for most subjects. This is because of the
greater degree of objectivity and reliability provided by a standard examination environment. All
examinations are marked externally by experienced teachers and professionals in the field and are then
moderated by Senior and Chief Examiners.
These checks and balances allow an international standard to be achieved and upheld. Like IA’s, there can
be a variety of questions within the exams and some subjects because of their nature have a practical
examination. For example, in Visual Arts, students create an exhibition and Theatre students
collaboratively create and present an original piece of theatre. ‘Multiple choice’ questions appear only in
the examinations of the Sciences.
Each student must be registered with IB to sit for their exams. The registration fee per student for 2016
was $164 and is covered by LJA. The exam fee for 2016, which is not covered by the school, was $113 for
each exam.

Assessment in the Diploma Programme
Students receive a mark from 1 to 7 for each exam in each of their six subjects plus up to 3 bonus points
for TOK/EE. This makes a maximum mark of 45. They must also complete CAS to be awarded their IB
Diploma, irrelevant of their score out of 45. On the next pages are the general descriptors for the criteria
1 through 7, point requirements to receive the diploma, and the TOK/EE bonus points matrix.
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Diploma General Assessment Criteria Descriptors
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

Excellent Performance
Very Good Performance
Good Performance
Satisfactory Performance
Mediocre Performance
Poor Performance
Very Poor Performance

Conditions required for receiving the IB Diploma
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The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate provided all the following requirements have been met:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.

CAS requirements have been met.
The candidate’s total points are 24 or more.
There is no “N” awarded for Theory of Knowledge, the Extended Essay or for a contributing subject.
There is no grade E awarded for Theory of Knowledge and/or the Extended Essay.
There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.
There are no more than three grade 2s awarded (HL or SL).
There are no more than four grade 3s or below awarded (HL or SL).
The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects (for candidates who register for four HL
subjects, the three highest grades count).
i. The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects (candidates who register for two SL subjects
must gain at least 5 points at SL).
j. The candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the Final Award Committee.
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Diploma Programme Matrix
The matrix below shows how different combinations of scores on the Extended Essay and in Theory of
Knowledge could either garner a student bonus points towards gaining the IB Diploma or create a failing
condition for not receiving the IB Diploma.
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DP Course Descriptions

Language A - Studies in Language and Literature

21

Language A: Literature English (HL only)
Through the study of a wide range of literature, the Language A: Literature course encourages students to
appreciate the artistry of literature and to develop an ability to reflect critically on their reading. Works are
studied in their literary and cultural contexts, through close study of individual texts and passages, and by
considering a range of critical approaches. In view of the international nature of the IB and its commitment to
intercultural understanding, the language A: Literature course does not limit the study of works to the
products of one culture or the cultures covered by any one language. The study of works in translation is
especially important in introducing students, through literature, to other cultural perspectives. The response
to the study of literature is through oral and written communication, thus enabling students to develop and
refine their command of language.
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Language B - Language Acquisition
French (SL and HL)
The IB French course uses a communicative approach that provides opportunities for students to use French
appropriately in a range of settings and situations in the four interrelated skills of listening, speaking, reading,
and writing. The core topics covered during the length of the program are in the 3 areas of social
relationships, communication and media, and global issues. The course will focus on 2 additional topics:
leisure and science and technology. The three interrelated areas of language, cultural interaction, and
message are addressed in a monolingual environment featuring extensive vocabulary, appropriate
grammatical structures, idiomatic expressions, and authentic materials.
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French ab initio
The Ab Initio French course is an accelerated program that uses a communicative approach that provides
opportunities for students to use French appropriately in a range of settings and situations in the four
interrelated skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The three themes covered during the length of
the program are: individual and society, leisure and work, and urban and rural environment. Throughout the
course, the students will build and expand their vocabulary, acquire appropriate new grammatical structures,
and analyze authentic written and oral materials. The course will culminate in May of their second year of
study with the students taking the IB Language B Ab initio examination.
Japanese (SL and HL)
In the IB Japanese courses the students will apply their knowledge and skills to address contemporary global
issues and express opinions in Japanese. They will debate issues to develop critical thinking skills. They will
read passages relating to topics listed below and write essays applying their grammatical skills with their
knowledge of rhetorical devices, while building their knowledge of Japanese characters. The core topics are
social relationships, communication and media, and global issues with two additional instructor specified
topics: leisure and customs and traditions. Students will develop their communication skills more effectively
by using the three interrelated components of communication: language, cultural interaction, and message.
Through reading authentic materials, the students will expand their vocabulary, acquire new grammatical
structures, and learn idiomatic expressions.
Japanese ab initio
The IB Japanese Ab Initio course uses an accelerated approach to provide opportunities for students to
communicate in Japanese in a range of settings, using the four interrelated skills of speaking, listening,
reading and writing. The themes covered during the length of the program are the three areas of individual
and society, leisure and work, and urban and rural environment. Throughout the course, the students will
build and expand their vocabulary, acquire appropriate new grammatical structures, and analyze authentic
written and oral materials.
9

Language B - Language Acquisition (continued)
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Spanish (SL and HL)
The IB Spanish course strengthens the language skills and intrinsic awareness of Spanish culture. Students
increase language proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing, and how to communicate in a
culturally appropriate manner using idiomatic expressions. By studying the culture of Spanish speaking
countries and other communities of Hispanics in the Unites States and in other countries around the World,
students will become aware of different perspectives, attitudes and customs. This will prepare them to
interact positively with these different Spanish/Hispanics/Latinos groups around the world.
Spanish ab initio
The IB Spanish course gives students the opportunity to apply the knowledge that they have acquired to
address contemporary global issues in Spanish. They will engage one another in debating issues which will
help them to develop their critical thinking skills. They will read passages relating to the topics listed below
and practice writing essays using the appropriate structures and rhetorical devices, while building up their
knowledge of Spanish. The core topics covered during this program are in the following three areas:
Individual and society, leisure and work, urban and rural environment. Students will develop their
communication skills more effectively by using the three interrelated components of communication:
language, cultural interaction, and message. Throughout the course, the students will continue to expand
their vocabulary, to acquire appropriate new grammatical structures, to learn idiomatic expressions, and to
read authentic materials. By the end of the second year of the course, the students will write up to 200-300
words in Spanish.
Mandarin ab initio
The IB Chinese course is a two-year program where the students will be given opportunities to apply the
knowledge that they have acquired to address contemporary global issues in Chinese. They will engage one
another in debating issues which will help them to develop their critical thinking skills. They will read passages
relating to the topics listed below and practice writing essays using the appropriate structures and rhetorical
devices, while building up their knowledge of Chinese characters. The core topics, covered during this
program, are in the following three areas: individual and society, leisure and work, urban and rural
environment. Students will develop their communication skills more effectively by using the three interrelated
components of communication: language, cultural interaction, and message. Throughout the course, the
students will continue to expand their vocabulary, to acquire appropriate new grammatical structures, to
learn idiomatic expressions, and to read authentic materials. By the end of the second year of the course, the
students will have mastered the 1000 most commonly used Chinese characters and be able to recognize
several more related to the topics that they are studying.

10

Group 3 - Individuals and Societies
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Psychology (SL and HL)
The IB DP Psychology course focuses on the study of behavior and mental processes. This course examines
the interaction of biological, cognitive and sociocultural influences on human behavior. Additionally, the IB
course syllabus allows for students to explore in greater depth developing fields in psychology. This
particular course delves into the field of both the psychology of human relationships and health psychology.
This course also emphasizes knowledge of research methodology and how to evaluate psychological theories
and empirical studies.
History (HL only)
This course focuses on select periods of American, Canadian, and Latin American history for an in-depth
study. The course will allow students to investigate certain sections of history through classroom instruction,
independent reading, and research. HOTA students will look at not only the major events that have shaped
the region's history, but also the peoples of the Americas and their struggles to achieve such goals as
freedom, equality, and economic opportunity. Social, political, economic, religious, military, and ideological
factors, change over time, and the relationship between things and events will all be consistent areas of focus.
Some specific historical eras set for examination are: the American Civil War and Reconstruction, Emergence
of the Americas in global affairs, WWI, Spanish Civil War, WWII, Cold War, and two case studies on the Civil
Rights Movement and apartheid in South Africa.
The most exciting thing about this course is that to be effective, HOTA students must become working
historians, looking at and interpreting documents and primary sources, developing narratives (stories),
researching and compiling evidence, thinking critically and interpretatively; how to formulate significant
historical questions; how to resolve conflicting interpretations; how to recognize values, bias, and perspective
in shaping historical understanding; and how to draw conclusions from incomplete evidence. As a historian
HOTA students will be able to develop a thesis, choose evidence, define terms, and provide their own
interpretations. HOTA students will evaluate and examine differing points of views to assist students with a
way to realize that other ways of thinking about the world exist.
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Group 4 - Sciences
Biology (SL and HL)
Biology is the study of living organisms and the interactions and interdependence of living systems. DP
Biology is designed to develop scientifically-literate, inquisitive, and knowledgeable students who have a
solid understanding of the basic concepts in biology, skills in designing and carrying out well-controlled
experiments, and an awareness of how advances in biology can be applied toward solving local and
global problems in human society and the natural world. Students will explore biological concepts
using a combination of lecture-based theory and collaborative, inquiry-based, controlled experiments.
The focus of the 1st year will be on cellular and molecular processes (e.g. biochemistry, cells), and the
second year will focus on organismal (e.g., botany, human physiology) and supra-organismal processes
(e.g., inheritance, evolution). Students’ curiosity about the natural world will be nurtured and guided by
the evidence-based method of scientific inquiry (observe, hypothesize, test, evaluate). Technology skills
will be developed and strengthened by using Vernier sensors, data logging and graphing software, and
spreadsheets. Scientific communication skills will strengthened by writing formal lab reports and oral
presentations.
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Group 4 - Sciences (continued)
Chemistry (SL and HL)
Chemistry is often called the central science as chemical principles underpin both the physical environment in
which we live and all biological systems. Apart from being a subject worthy of study in its own right,
chemistry is often a prerequisite for many other courses in higher education, such as medicine, biological
science, environmental science, computer science, and engineering. Chemistry is an experimental science
that combines academic study with the acquisition of practical and investigational skills. Students will design
investigations, collect data, develop manipulative skills, analyse results, collaborate with peers and evaluate
and communicate their findings. Students develop the skills to work independently on their own design, but
also collegiately for the Group 4 project. Students study quantitative chemistry, atomic theory, periodicity,
bonding, thermal chemistry, kinetics, equilibrium, acids/bases, electrochemistry, organic chemistry,
and a choice of one of four option topics.
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Physics (SL and HL)
The IB DP physics course exposes students to this most fundamental experimental science, which seeks to
explain the universe itself-from the smallest subatomic particles to the vast distances between galaxies.
Students develop traditional practical skills and techniques and increase facility in the use of mathematics,
the language of physics. Students will develop interpersonal skills, essential in modern scientific endeavors,
and will study the impact of physics on society, the moral and ethical dilemmas, and the social, economic, and
environmental implications of the work of physicists. IB physics is academically demanding and a strong math
background is required. Students will develop critical thinking, reflective skills, research skills, independent
learning skills, and development of intercultural understanding.
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Environmental Systems (SL only)
Environmental Systems and Societies emphasizes the interdependence of earth’s systems, human
populations affects, natural resource conservation, environmental global change, human stewardship, and
our universe. Through inquiry based-learning, which includes hands-on lab activities and experiences,
students will ask and answer meaningful and thought provoking questions about our world, share new and
important knowledge with others and practice scientific processes. Laboratory activities will allow students to
directly study these processes and practice the process of observation, classification, investigation and
evaluation with appropriate lab technique.

Group 5 - Mathematics
Math Studies (SL only)
Mathematical Studies Standard Level has an emphasis on applications of mathematics and statistical
techniques. It is designed for students with diverse mathematical backgrounds and abilities. It offers
students opportunities to learn important mathematical concepts and techniques and to gain an
understanding of a wide range of mathematical topics. It prepares students to be able to solve problems in a
variety of settings, to develop more sophisticated mathematical reasoning and to enhance their critical
thinking. The individual project is an extended piece of work based on personal research and interest
involving the collection, analysis and evaluation of data. Students taking this course are well prepared for a
career in social sciences, humanities, languages or arts. These students may apply the statistics and logical
reasoning, that they have learned as part of the mathematical studies SL course, in their future studies.

12

Group 5 - Mathematics (continued)
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Math (SL only)
Mathematics Standard Level is designed to extend the mathematical knowledge and skills of students who
already possess a solid understanding of algebra and geometry, and who are interested in continuing to
explore the beauty and challenges of mathematics. It will prepare students for future studies in
mathematically related fields such as the sciences, economics, psychology, sociology, or business. Students
will learn content covered in traditional precalculus and calculus courses, including advanced topics in
algebra, circular functions and trigonometry, statistics and probability, and differential and integral calculus.
Students will also produce a short written report focusing on an area of mathematics the student finds
interesting. This exploration will emphasize mathematical communication, good mathematical writing, and
thoughtful reflection.
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Group 6 - The Arts
Art (SL and HL)
The IB Diploma Program visual arts course encourages students to challenge their own creative and cultural
expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which students develop analytical skills in
problem-solving and divergent thinking, while working towards technical proficiency and confidence as artmakers. In addition to exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different
contexts, students are expected to engage in, experiment with and critically reflect upon a wide range of
contemporary practices and media. The course is designed for students who want to go on to study visual
arts in higher education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong enrichment through visual arts.
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Theatre (SL and HL)
All DP Theatre students are expected to understand and apply production elements in the theatrical process,
as well as to demonstrate an understanding of how the various production elements work together in a
production. All students are expected to participate in a substantive way in a theatre production outside the
classroom each year of the two-year DP course. Further, all students are encouraged to participate in theatre
productions in the broader theatre community. All students are required to view designated plays in the
community and to analyze each production for production values. The two years of the course are designed
to prepare the students for successful completion of three officially assessed projects--a group project
portfolio, an individual demonstration of applied research, and a director’s notebook. Additionally, high level
students must complete a solo performance project which demonstrates practical research into the work of a
theater theorist. All students must maintain a Developmental Journal chronicling the student’s intellectual,
reflective, and creative journey through the course.
Music (SL and HL)
The IB Diploma Music program provides students with the opportunity to explore and enjoy the diversity of
music of different cultures of the world and from different periods of history whilst encouraging the
development of perceptual skills through an extensive variety of musical experiences. Students will learn to
recognize, speculate, analyze, identify, compare, contrast and hypothesize through an intensive study of
music and will creatively develop their knowledge, understanding and abilities through performance and
creating. The required components for this course are a solo or group performance, creating, including a
musical recital; a sustained, independent musical investigation in the format of a media script that compares
two distinct cultures, the links between the cultures and the music of those cultures; and an extensive
listening paper in the form of an exam at the end of the two-year succession.
Students study two prescribed works as an important part of musical perception. These pieces were chosen
to represent key features from two different times, places and musical cultures. Students are required to
analyze, examine, and compare and contrast these works. This course is designed to assist students in
developing their potential as musicians, both personally and collaboratively, in whatever capacity, to the
fullest.
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